
 

 

Relating PTE Academic Scores to other English 
Language Tests 
 
Pearson has launched a comprehensive research program to further knowledge in the field of language assessment. The results 
of these and other initiatives are also being used to inform the development of Pearson Test of English Academic (PTE 
Academic). In 2009, a concordance study will be available empirically relating PTE Academic scores with other major English 
language tests. This will be an additional measure by which score users can better understand what PTE Academic scores mean 
in terms of language ability and assist them with setting their minimum entry requirements.  

It is accepted practice in the measurement community to create concordance tables that depict how a given score on a given test 
(for example PTE Academic) corresponds to a range of scores on comparable tests (for example TOEFL iBT and/or IELTS). Such 
tables would normally be based on concurrent administrations of the tests in the comparison to a substantial sample of test 
takers. However, from comprehensive field testing with over 10,000 test takers who reported their recent (<2 months) IELTS or 
TOEFL iBT scores, we are able to estimate an approximate concordance.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1: Preliminary estimate of concordance between PTE Academic, TOEFL iBT and IELTS 

 

Figure 1 shows the relationship between the PTE Academic score scale and the TOEFL iBT and IELTS scales as estimated with 
currently available field test data. The typical admission range of scores accepted by academic institutions has been taken from 
the published requirements for university entry.  

Colleges, universities, government organizations and other institutions interested in accepting PTE Academic scores can visit 
www.pearsonpte.com and complete an online agreement or send an email to the appropriate email address below for more 
information. 

   US and South America    usreco@pearson.com 
   Canada      canreco@pearson.com  
   United Kingdom and Ireland  ukireco@pearson.com 
   Europe, Middle East, Africa and India  emaireco@pearson.com  
   Asia Pacific, Australia and New Zealand  apacreco@pearson.com 


